Your data aligns closely with what my own research has found:

Our national debt has been increasing since at least 2008, possibly even earlier; however, you make one CRITICAL mistake:

While we can (and should) blame Pres. Obama for signing each and every appropriations (spending) bill, you forget your Basic Constitution 101:

Separation of Powers prevents the president from making ANY law (although both the bully pulpit and the veto pen give him CONSIDERABLE influence).

Only Lawmakers (read: House and Senate) can make law -and, even if it is vetoed (or railed against via the 'bully pulpit'), they can still override any veto -with a 2/3rds-super-majority in each house.

Even in a worst case scenario, where both chambers (Senate & House) can't agree on an appropriations bill for the next fiscal year, all that would happen is the states would be on their own as Federal spending (thus the programs on which they depend) would shut down -but, even in this case, the lack of spending would balance the budget in VERY short order (and with very much pain, I add, in the form of withdrawal symptoms: But we would survive, as we did _before_ all this crazy spending began).

What's this mean? Well, It means that ANY Senator or Congressman who voted on ANY recent appropriation bill is VERY much at fault for increasing the national debt -be they Republican or Democrat --and there is plenty of fault to go around.

I'm the far-right, moral/fiscal conservative whose court case almost won in court to save Theresa 'Terri' Schiavo --and I'm politically-aligned with your supposed moral and fiscal right-leanings, but I am indicting MANY Republicans (as well as many Democrats), with this "inconvenient truth," so please be intellectually honest here, OK, and please don't delete my post.

Gordon Wayne Watts

LAKELAND (between Tampa & Orlando), Fla., U.S.A.

http://www.gopusa.com/freshink/2012/09/05/debt-tops-16t-during-dnc/ 

National Debt Now Tops $16 Trillion... And Most is NOT Owed to China

By GOPUSA Staff September 5, 2012 7:13 am

notes to self: On H.R. 1473, “BILL TITLE: Department of Defense and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2011,” Dennis Ross voted “no” on 14-Apr-2011, but the bill still passed in the House by a vote of 260-167, with 6 “no votes.” (Note: That only adds up to 433, not 435. Hmm...?) It had more Republican support than Democratic support, but not exactly on a party-line vote. (Rep voting 179-59 in support, but Dems voting 81-108, not in support.) http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2011/roll268.xml 

But: On H.R. 2055, “BILL TITLE: Making appropriations for military construction, the Department of Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2012, and for other purposes,” aka: “Latest Title: Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2012” http://thomas.loc.gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d112:HR02055:@@@D&summ2=m& Rep. Dennis Ross voted “yea,” and the bill passed on 14-Jun-2011, by a vote of 411-5, with 16 “no votes.” (Note: That only adds up to 432, not 435. Hmm...?) It only had 5 votes  against it, and all 5 were Republican congresspersons, including Rep. Ron Paul (R-TX). http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2011/roll418.xml 

AND also: On “H.R. 5856: Department of Defense Appropriations Act, 2013” (19-Jul-2012) Rep. Dennis Ross voted “yea” here too. The bill passed 326-90, with 15 “no votes,” and: with support from both Republicans (225-11) and Democrats (101-79). The 326 + 90 + 15 only add up to 431. Hmm...? http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2012/roll498.xml 

H.R. 5882: Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 2013 – Passed House (Jun 8, 2012)

This bill passed in the House on June 8, 2012 and goes to the Senate next for consideration.

https://www.popvox.com/bills/us/112/hr5882 

confirmed: On H.R. 5882 (8-Jun-2012), BILL TITLE: “Making appropriations for the Legislative Branch for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2013, and for other purposes” passed 307-102, with 22 “no votes.” (This accounts for 431 members, not the full 435.) Republicans supported it 211-19, and Democrats narrowly supported it 96-83. Rep. Dennis Ross voted for this bill as well. http://clerk.house.gov/evs/2012/roll377.xml 

Some of those “other purposes” include restrictions on Legislative date being published to the public and thus, this bill takes steps backwards for basic transparency & public information access. This bill does that by making it illegal for the electronic records of “bulk data” (machine-processable electronic records) to be be shared with 3rd party organizations.

Sources:

“The government data that makes GovTrack go has been the center of what looks like a failed political power play over the last week. Rep. Crenshaw, whose appropriations subcommittee issued a draft report last week that nearly halted access to “bulk data downloads,” now “agree[s] to free legislative information” according to a statement written jointly with House leaders yesterday.”

(“Rep. Crenshaw backs down, loses control over bulk data issue,” June 7, 2012, by Josh Tauberer, GovTrack.us) 

** http://www.govtrack.us/blog/2012/06/07/rep-crenshaw-backs-down-loses-control-over-bulk-data-issue/ 

** http://TeaPartyOrganizers.ning.com/forum/topics/emergency-alert-rep-ander-crenshaw-through-hr-5882-decided-to 

** http://www.RonPaulForums.com/showthread.php?379312-H.-R.-5882-Legislative-Branch-appropriations-for-FY-2013 

See also: http://WeThePeopleusa.ning.com/forum/topics/emergency-alert-rep-ander-crenshaw-through-hr-5882-decided-to-can 

(“Emergency Alert!! Rep. Ander Crenshaw Through HR 5882 Decided to Cancel Government Transparency To the Public On Bills,” Posted by McFixit1 on June 4, 2012 at 9:32pm in Congress Members & Legislation)

