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Election Qualifiers See Some Surprises

By Bill Rufty
Ledger POLITICAL EDITOR
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BARTOW | Qualifying for the 2008 election ballot ended at noon Friday with a few surprises.

Perhaps the biggest was for incumbent Republican Sen. J.D. Alexander, R-Lake Wales, who did not find out until just before qualifying ended at noon that he
had a Democratic opponent for the Nov. 4 general election.

Scott K. Thompson of Winter Haven did not appear on the state elections office Web site until just after noon. No phone number was listed on his
biographical information, and county Democratic party officials said they were not familiar with him. All state candidates must file in Tallahassee.

Another surprise, at least for Republican John Wood of Winter Haven, who has been running for more than a year for House District 65 and has raised more
than $90,000 in campaign money for the $31,932-a-year job, was the entry into the race of Democrat Bob Hagenmaier of Winter Haven, who ran
unsuccessfully four years ago against U.S. Rep. Adam Putnam, R-Bartow.

Then, if that wasn't enough excitement, Lakeland residents Alton C. Smith and Gordon Wayne Watts qualified as write-in candidates for Florida House
District 64. Previously there had been only the three Republican candidates for that seat: Jack English, Kelli Stargel and Phillip Walker, all of Lakeland. The
winner of an Aug. 26 GOP primary must then run in the Nov. 4 general election. Because the others are write-in candidates, the Republican nominee will be
the only one whose name is on the ballot.
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<p>BARTOW | Qualifying for the 2008 election ballot ended at noon Friday with a few surprises.</p><p>Perhaps the biggest was for incumbent Republican
Sen. J.D. Alexander, R-Lake Wales, who did not find out until just before qualifying ended at noon that he had a Democratic opponent for the Nov. 4 general
election.</p><p>Scott K. Thompson of Winter Haven did not appear on the state elections office Web site until just after noon. No phone number was listed
on his biographical information, and county Democratic party officials said they were not familiar with him. All state candidates must file in Tallahassee.</p>
<p>Another surprise, at least for Republican John Wood of Winter Haven, who has been running for more than a year for House District 65 and has raised
more than $90,000 in campaign money for the $31,932-a-year job, was the entry into the race of Democrat Bob Hagenmaier of Winter Haven, who ran
unsuccessfully four years ago against U.S. Rep. Adam Putnam, R-Bartow.</p><p>Then, if that wasn't enough excitement, Lakeland residents Alton C. Smith
and Gordon Wayne Watts qualified as write-in candidates for Florida House District 64. Previously there had been only the three Republican candidates for
that seat: Jack English, Kelli Stargel and Phillip Walker, all of Lakeland. The winner of an Aug. 26 GOP primary must then run in the Nov. 4 general election.
Because the others are write-in candidates, the Republican nominee will be the only one whose name is on the ballot.</p><p>A write-in candidate does not
have to pay the filing fee or produce enough signed petitions to avoid paying the fee, but they don't get their name on the ballot. There is only a black space
and line on which to write the candidate's name.</p><p>One other write-in candidate in this election is Michael Lashman of Lakeland in the nonpartisan
sheriff's race.</p><p>Longtime political observer Gene Roberts said he could remember only one candidate in Polk County ever winning as a write-in.</p>
<p>"That was back in the mid-60s when Dr. James West, a Lakeland physician, won a seat on the City Commission as a write-in. Everybody knew him and
he had his medical office in a caboose downtown," Roberts said.</p><p>Back in Bartow at the Polk County Supervisor Elections office, two candidates
qualified on Friday.</p><p>Ricky Shirah of Lakeland became the sixth and last candidate to enter the race for Polk County Commission for District 5. He will
face fellow Democrat Jacki Smith of Lakeland in the Aug. 26 primary while four Republicans, including incumbent Sam Johnson of Lakeland will also fight it
out in a primary. Winners of both parties will join a candidate from the Reform Party in the Nov. 4 general election.</p><p></p><p><b>LAST TO
QUALIFY</b></p><p>The very last candidate qualifying this week arrived at the elections office at 11:15 a.m. to create a three-way race for the Canal
Commission. In what is often an unchallenged post, Seat 2 of the Lake Region Lakes Management District, Leviticus Reed of Winter Haven became a
candidate.</p><p>Qualifying for federal and judicial offices ended in April. State candidates qualified in Tallahassee this week, while local candidates qualified
in Bartow.</p><p>Qualifying was steady this week but not the busiest ever, said Assistant Supervisor of Elections Barbara Osthoff, who has been qualifying
officer for candidates wanting to get on the ballot for the last 30 years.</p><p>"We had 37 this year. But one year | had 75 local candidates and that was a
busy week," she said.</p><p>And Reed's belated entrance with 45 minutes to go doesn't compare with some others, she said.</p><p>"l had a woman
school board candidate show up three or four minutes after deadline because she said she got held up in traffic," Osthoff said.</p><p>Then she could not
qualify because it was past the deadline.</p><p>Candidates now prepare for the Aug. 26 party primary and nonpartisan elections or the Nov. 4 general
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elections, or in many cases, both.</p><p>In races where two or more candidates from the same party are seeking the same office, they will meet in the Aug.
26 primary and nonpartisan election.</p><p>Independents and third-party candidates will run in the Nov. 4 general election along with the nominees from
each major party.</p><p><b>SOME ELECTED FRIDAY</b></p><p>Some candidates can send back their campaign money through the specified
channels, sit back and relax and plan for their swearing-in ceremonies in either November or January, depending on the office.</p><p>Those are the
candidates who had no opposition when the deadline for qualifying came at noon Friday.</p><p>But the "elected without opposition" candidates were fewer
than in recent years.</p><p>Last-minute challenges to two incumbent legislators and new candidates for the "smaller offices" of community development
districts or the Lake Region Lakes Management are the main reasons that some who thought they were going to avoid opposition wound up in competitive
races.</p><p>Three of the incumbent constitutional officers survived without challengers, as did three legislators.</p><p>For one, however it was close.</p>
<p>Rep. Seth McKeel, R-Lakeland, had been facing a challenge from the Democrat who he defeated in his first run for the office in 2006, James Davis of
Bartow. But Davis, who said Thursday he found he missed the deadline to qualify for the office by presenting enough signatures of voters in the House District
63 seat, had said he was looking for the money to pay the filing fee.</p><p>Filing fees for partisan office are 6 percent of the annual salary. In the case of the
Florida House salary of $31,932, that 's $1,916.</p><p>The following candidates were "elected" Friday without opposition because they had no opponents
by the time qualifying for the ballot ended at noon Friday.</p><p>Sen. Paula Dockery of Lakeland, Florida Senate District 15.</p><p>Rep. Seth McKeel of
Lakeland, Florida House District 63.</p><p>Rep. Baxter Troutman of Winter Haven, Florida House District 66.</p><p>Clerk of Circuit Court Richard M.
Weiss of Bartow.</p><p>Polk County Supervisor of Elections Lori Edwards of Bartow.</p><p>Polk County Tax Collector Joe G. Tedder of Lakeland.
</p><p>Frank O'Reilly of Lakeland, Polk County School Board, District 1.</p><p>Lori Cunningham of Lake Wales, Polk County School Board, District 2.
</p><p>Michael Turner of Lakeland, Golden Lakes Community Development District, Seat 4.</p><p>David Lane of Poinciana, Poinciana Community
Development District, Seat 4.</p><p>Fernando Valverde of Poinciana, Poinciana Community Development District, Seat 5.</p><p>Rand Baldwin of
Lakeland, Soil &amp; Water Conservation District, Group 1.</p><p>[ Ledger Political Editor Bill Rufty can be reached at 802-7523 or
billrufty@theledger.com. [</p>
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